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Abstract: Interactions of parental care, family education and socialisation take place in two 
ways. The first track of interactions is spontaneous, occasional. The other one is purposeful 
and aware. This second path of interaction is related to the level of parents’ pedagogical  
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education. The aim of this paper is to diagnose pedagogical culture, and to develop a system 
of pedagogical education for parents. Familiologists’ studies indicate a low level of parents’ 
educational awareness. Parental pedagogical education through parallel education is occa-
sional and inefficient. Therefore, primary school can successfully complete tasks in the field of 
shaping parents’ pedagogical culture. The implementation of the actions taken by the school 
will be based on the universality of education and the purposeful, planned and systematic 
organization of parents’ pedagogical training.

Keywords: pedagogical culture, upbringing, care, socialization, pedagogical education, fam-
ily, school, parallel education

Streszczenie: Oddziaływania opiekuńczo-wychowawcze i socjalizacyjne rodziców odbywają 
się dwoma drogami. Pierwszy tor oddziaływań jest przypadkowy, okazjonalny. Drugi nato-
miast jest celowy i świadomy. Ten drugi tor oddziaływań związany jest z poziomem kultury 
pedagogicznej rodziców. Celem publikacji jest dokonanie analizy różnych form upowszech-
niania kultury pedagogicznej rodziców oraz opracowanie optymalnej koncepcji kształcenia 
pedagogicznego rodziców w systemie oświatowo-wychowawczym realizowanym przez szkołę 
podstawową. Problemem badawczym w publikacji jest: Jakie działania w zakresie kształto-
wania kultury pedagogicznej rodziców należy współcześnie podjąć w systemie oświatowo 
wychowawczym w placówkach szkolnych? Badania familiologów wskazują na niski poziom 
świadomości wychowawczej rodziców. Kształcenie pedagogiczne rodziców poprzez oświatę 
równoległą jest okazjonalne i nieefektywne. Dlatego też szkoła podstawowa może z dużym 
powodzeniem wypełniać zadania z zakresu kształtowania kultury pedagogicznej rodziców. 
Realizacja działań podejmowanych przez szkołę opierać się będzie na powszechności kształ-
cenia oraz celowej, planowej i systematycznej organizacji szkoleń pedagogicznych rodziców.

Słowa kluczowe: kultura pedagogiczna, wychowanie, opieka, socjalizacja, kształcenie peda-
gogiczne, rodzina, szkoła, wychowanie równoległe

INTRODUCTION

The family constitutes an extremely important social, emotional, cultural and 
educational environment for every person, and especially for children. A specific 

interpersonal and intergenerational bond is created in a family community, which 
results from kinship and intimacy in everyday interactions between parents and chil-
dren. Therefore, it is the family, like no other social group or educational institution, 
that has a significant influence on shaping the personality traits and attitudes of 
the young generation. The development of mental, social and axiological spheres 
begins with the birth of a child and is consolidated through multilateral parental 
interactions. These interactions are both deliberate and purposefully organized, and 
unconscious interactions between family members, primarily between parents and 
children. The family as a social micro-group fulfils multilateral biological, socializa-
tion, caring, educational and cultural tasks towards its members.

The family as a natural caring, educational and socialization environment is 
of interest to a number of scientific disciplines. The multilateral area of family  

ZN_22_2020.indb   28ZN_22_2020.indb   28 09.12.2020   18:03:1209.12.2020   18:03:12



29Developing the pedagogical culture of parents as a challenge of contemporary times

researchers, as well as family-friendly policy of the state, result from the already 
accepted thesis that the socio-emotional and cultural functioning of the family as  
a social micro-group has an undeniable influence on the global existence of the so-
ciety. On the other hand, macro-social conditions (political, social and economic) 
bring about transformations, though less dynamic, in the functioning, structure and 
everyday life of the family as a social micro-environment. Hence, the quality of life 
of a family community is important both for its members, especially the children 
functioning within it, and for the state as a global society.

Typically, parental interactions are carried out in two hardly interdependent ways. 
The first course of influence is deliberate and planned. The second, however, takes 
place through ordinary, everyday, unconscious interactions, not always beneficial for 
the caring, social and educational development of children. The occurring domi-
nance of intuitive, often non-pedagogical parents’ influences may cause educational, 
socialization and emotional dysfunction of the family environment. The parenting 
activities undertaken deliberately, intentionally and consciously, however, optimize 
the children and adolescents’ educational, social and axionormative process, and is 
most frequently related to the content and level of the pedagogical culture of parents.

The subject of our interests is the pedagogical culture diagnosis and the need for 
pedagogical education of parents by school institutions.

The aim of the paper is to analyze various forms of promoting the pedagogical 
culture of parents and to develop an optimal concept of the pedagogical education 
of parents in the education and training system implemented by the primary school.

In this article we will try to analyze various concepts of the pedagogical education 
of parents. A critical assessment of the presented concepts of shaping the pedagogical 
culture of parents will constitute the basis and a rational reflection on the develop-
ment of our own concept of promoting parents’ both pedagogical and psychological 
knowledge in order to raise their educational awareness.

A critical analysis of literature was adopted as a research method in the paper.
The pedagogical culture of society, including parents, constitutes an issue that has 

been hardly elaborated on, hence many questions (research problems) have arisen. In 
the present paper, the following main problem will be formulated:

What activities in the field of developing the pedagogical culture of parents should 
be taken in the educational system in school institutions nowadays?

The following specific questions were separated from the main problem.
• How is the concept of the pedagogical culture of parents understood?
• What is the structure of the pedagogical culture of parents?
• What is the actual state of the pedagogical culture of parents?
• What are the concepts of promoting the pedagogical culture of parents pre-

sented by familologists?
• What should be the role of school in promoting the pedagogical culture of 

parents?
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THE CONCEPT OF PEDAGOGICAL  
CULTURE AND ITS STRUCTURE

Within the area of functioning of the concept of the pedagogical culture of parents, 
in the process of educational interactions, there occur more or less conscious inte-
ractions between parents and children. Pedagogical culture constitutes an important 
component of the dependent variable of the desired quality of the family environ-
ment, in which positive spheres of emotional and social life take place, as well as 
effective educational, caring and socialization interactions.

There is no unequivocal understanding of the concept of pedagogical culture in 
the literature devoted to family. One of the first definitions of pedagogical culture 
was presented by J. Szczepański (1997). The concept is formulated in two senses: 1) 
it is an educational system that includes directives and rules of conduct for all people 
whose actions influence the future behavior of other people. 2) It is a set of persona-
lity traits of individuals and groups of people who, through their actions, influence 
shaping future behavior of others.

In the first sense of the concept, J. Szczepański refers the concept of pedagogi-
cal culture to the educational system in educational and training institutions. The 
educational system can constitute a global structure with the pedagogical culture of 
society. The second meaning of the term, however, can be assigned to the individu-
al, personal pedagogical culture of parents, as it is comprised of a certain amount 
of knowledge, views, beliefs, attitudes, sensitivity and responsibility in undertaking 
educational activities consistent with the above-mentioned features of a human in-
dividual (a parent).

The definition of pedagogical culture by J. Szczepański is too general and does not 
indicate the characteristic features determining the content of the concept.

I. Judziłł described a broader approach to the concept of pedagogical culture. 
She believes that it is a type of culture of behavior manifested in the awareness of 
the goals of education, in acquiring knowledge about education and upbringing, 
sensitivity to matters concerning children and youth, in a sense of responsibility for 
the young generation, which finds its fullest expression in the right educational im-
pact on children, adolescents and adults (Jundził, 1997). The author formulated the 
definition of pedagogical culture on the basis of the components of the pedagogical 
culture of parents. Three components of human attitude have been distinguished 
while defining the concept – intellectual (parents’ knowledge concerning upbringing 
and education), emotional (sensitivity to the matters of children and adolescents and 
a sense of responsibility for their fate), and action (parents’ educational influence).

The contemporary understanding of the concept of pedagogical culture is defi-
ned by M. Winiarski. He adopted the basic assumptions of the theory of human 
attitudes. According to him, the essence of pedagogical culture should be understo-
od as a syndrome (set) of upbringing and educational attitudes, in other words –  
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a coherent set of internalized (considered as one’s own) pedagogical attitudes  
(Winiarski, 2017).

As far as the caring and educational attitudes are concerned, M. Winiarski, simi-
larly to I. Jundziłł, takes into account three significant components that shape the set 
of internalized behaviors constituting the pedagogical culture of parents. The afore-
mentioned definition of pedagogical culture emphasizes the domination of educatio-
nal and caring attitudes. They are crucial in parents’ educational awareness. However, 
social, axiological and cultural attitudes, which are also important in the overall so-
cialization and axionormative impact of parents on children and adolescents, must 
not be disregarded or limited.

The analysis of various definitional approaches towards the pedagogical culture 
of parents allows to create a definition of the concept for the use of this article. 
What will be understood as the pedagogical culture of parents is particular know-
ledge concerning the functioning of family, socialization, upbringing and develop-
ment of children and adolescents, a kind emotional and social attitude manifested 
in everyday family interactions and rational ways of parental interaction with the  
young generation.

The definition of pedagogical culture includes the parents’ knowledge on educa-
tion, upbringing, socialization and development of children, the emotional sphere of 
family life and their socio-emotional attitude towards a child, as well as the behavio-
ral ways of parents’ educational, caring and socialization interactions.

THE STRUCTURE OF PEDAGOGICAL CULTURE

M. Bereźnicka (2015) emphasizes the content and scope of the pedagogical cultu-
re of parents. She points out three essential aspects that make up the structure of 
pedagogical culture. These include: 1) the theoretical area, manifested by parents’ 
knowledge of the functioning of family, upbringing, development, needs and inte-
rests of children and adolescents; 2) the instrumental area, concerning parents’ care 
for comprehensive development of the child, motivating to be active, developing 
interests, establishing close emotional relations with children, planning upbringing 
and educational situations and organizing home life; 3) the normative area, associa-
ted with the selection of appropriate educational methods and means and evaluation 
of positive and negative events both in and outside the family. These three aspects 
of the pedagogical culture of parents are interdependent and complementary. Even 
though she lists detailed elements of the culture, M. Bereźnicka does not frame the 
concept fully, nevertheless, as it lacks the behavioral component, in the form of: the 
ability to create educational situations, parents’ cooperation with the educational 
and training institutions in which their children function. As for the instrumental 
aspect, although a number of the aforementioned elements of pedagogical culture 
were enumerated, there is a certain insufficiency in the sphere of parents’ sensitivity 
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and kindness and their responsibility for the lives and the educational paths of the 
young generation.

For the purposes of the paper, the structure of pedagogical culture will include 
three basic components. The cognitive (intellectual) component, the emotional (af-
fective) component and the behavioral (action-related) component. Within particu-
lar components, there are further elements that make up the entire structure of the 
pedagogical culture of parents.

The intellectual component includes such elements as:
• parents’ knowledge concerning the development of children and adolescents;
• knowledge of the goals, tasks, methods and means of educational impact;
• awareness of parental roles in upbringing, childcare and the functioning of 

family; 
• parents’ knowledge of the significance of the quality of family life (home 

atmosphere, family ties, parental functions, children’s needs), on the multi-
lateral development of children. 

The emotional component includes:
• parents’ sensitivity to the psychological and social needs of children;
• parents’ responsibility for children’s education, socialization and upbringing;
• a friendly attitude and close emotional relations between parents and the 

child. 
The action component is manifested in the following elements:
• the ability to create educational situations both in and outside the family;
• the use of pedagogical educational methods appropriate to the psychophysi-

cal development of the child;
• parents’ cooperation with the school and other educational and cultural in-

stitutions in which the child participates;
• a friendly and educational atmosphere at home in which the needs of chil-

dren are fulfilled.
When analyzing the content of the concept and the structure of the pedagogical 

culture of parents, it should be stated that the basis for their development is the 
theory of human attitudes. Each human attitude consists of three personality layers: 
intellectual, emotional and behavioral, which complement and partially overlap one 
another in terms of the content. The subjects of educational attitudes (the pedagogi-
cal culture) are parents who create an independent (conditioning) variable, whereas 
children and young people operating in family environments are the subject of edu-
cational influences. They constitute the dependent variable. 
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DIAGNOSIS OF PEDAGOGICAL CULTURE

Due to the limitation of the volume of the present paper, a brief and generalized 
analysis of the actual state of the pedagogical culture of parents will be conducted 
(Cudak, 1995). The diagnosis is based on the assessment of the caring, educatio-
nal and emotional phenomena, as well as the development of the quality of family 
environment by parents, in the aforementioned components of the structure of pe-
dagogical culture.

Parents’ pedagogical and psychological knowledge concerning education, upbrin-
ging, quality of family life, development, socialization and care for children and 
adolescents constitutes an important paradigm of pedagogical culture. It should be 
stated that parents’ knowledge about education, upbringing and the development of 
children is informal. Parents acquire it in the course of personal experiences concer-
ning functioning of the family. The knowledge is not structured.

Parents’ knowledge regarding the child, his or her upbringing, care and develop-
ment, as well as family life is often uncritical and inconsistent. Most parents have 
incomplete knowledge of their child’s psychosocial needs in the family environment. 
Therefore, the way the needs are satisfied raises many doubts and is devoid of peda-
gogical rationality. What can be often observed in parents’ views (knowledge) regar-
ding punishments and rewards and the process of the socialization of children and 
adolescents, is an internal contradiction, a lack of rules to guide parents in achieving 
educational, upbringing and caring goals (Cudak, 1995).

As far as children’s development, upbringing, care and socialization are con-
cerned, parents’ educational awareness is at a low level. It is acquired in the 
course of spontaneous observation of children’s functioning in the family, own 
intuition and family tradition. It is of a rather pragmatic nature, deprived of 
logical pedagogical reflection.

Parents’ social role is to set a good example for their children to follow. Nowa-
days, parents do not constitute a positive social, moral and axiological role-models 
for their children. They often create an image of axionormative chaos in the family 
environment. They express the discrepancy between recognized values, social norms 
and behaviors manifested in interactions within and outside the family (Tchorzew-
ski, 2019). Parents’ behavior indicates the prevalence of such values as: resourceful-
ness, material goods, satisfaction of their own and the family’s needs. Although they 
recognize the significance of such universal values as honesty, justice, truth, support 
and help for others, parents’ message sent on a daily basis in family life indicates  
a secondary importance of these values.

What is disturbing in the actual state of pedagogical culture of parents is the low 
level of awareness of children’s psychological and social needs. These needs are fulfil-
led through parental intuition. According to J. Brągiel, unreflective and incomplete 
satisfaction of psychosocial and biological needs may bring a number of negative 
effects to the child’s development. It may cause a decrease in immunity, emotional 
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disorders and inhibition of mental development, as well as social maladjustment or 
depression propensity (Brągiel, Górniska, 2020). As far as the emotional sphere is 
concerned, parents show an attitude of kindness and are not critical enough or even 
indifferent to their children’s negative behavior, whereas they express negative opi-
nions about strangers and their behavior.

The process of bringing up children and adolescents by their parents is spontaneo-
us, and takes place through everyday interactions, showing little pedagogical reflec-
tion. As for the caring and educational interactions, parents use punishments much 
more frequently than rewards. They are not aware of the need to create favorable 
educational situations in relation to children, both in the family environment and 
outside. They use emotional rewards in an intuitive way, without any pedagogical 
knowledge, albeit to a small extent. The norms of children’s social behavior expressed 
by parents often tend not to be implemented in real upbringing and educational in-
teractions. In general, parents recognize the need to cooperate with the school, espe-
cially with the class teacher and other teachers. In reality, they do not take active part 
in the educational and didactic cooperation established by the school. Most parents 
show indifference towards the pedagogical activities undertaken by the class teacher. 
The situation is most frequently due to the low educational awareness of the need 
to cooperate with teachers and the low authority of the educational work of school.

The critical assessment of the actual state of the pedagogical culture of parents 
refers mainly to the intellectual (cognitive) sphere concerning knowledge on the de-
velopment, upbringing and education, functioning of the family, as well as parents’ 
attitudes. The action component is also unsatisfactory, characterized by axiological, 
socialization and educational chaos in everyday parental interactions.

What is an optimistic phenomenon is that parents do recognize the need to 
acquire and improve pedagogical knowledge enriching their educational culture. Pa-
rents’ positive motivation to expand their knowledge and educational skills indicates 
the need to create a system of pedagogical education for parents.

NON-SCHOOL CONCEPTS OF PEDAGOGICAL 
EDUCATION FOR PARENTS

Parents’ pedagogical education in Poland is occasional, incidental, rather than inc-
luded in a broader or narrower educational system. Educators undertaking studies 
into parental educational awareness presented various concepts of promoting peda-
gogical knowledge and skills among the adult part of the society.

The family, its functions and the educational and caring mission constitute an 
essential matter of the Church’s interest. One of the important concepts of transmit-
ting knowledge related to the tasks of marriage, the functioning of the family and its 
durability, creating bonds in the household community, as well as procreation and 
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bringing up children, is the form of premarital teachings for the engaged as future 
parents, organized by the Church. These teachings bring low pedagogical effects, 
which results from inappropriate and unattractive methods of conducting classes, 
incompetence of people conducting classes, inadequate content of the pedagogi-
cal education, lack of teaching resources (classes based on verbal lectures), lack of 
differentiation of organizational forms for engaged couples with different levels of 
education, intellectual level and social status.

An interesting concept of pedagogical education of parents was presented by  
S. Kawula (Kawula et al., 2007). In his project of raising the pedagogical culture of 
society, he expressed the conviction that through parallel education centers in the 
form of: television, radio, press, books, workplaces, cultural centers, it is possible 
to carry out tasks in the field of disseminating knowledge concerning education, 
the development of children and adolescents, and optimization of the functioning  
of family.

The concept developed by S. Kawula would be noteworthy if the non-school edu-
cational centers carried out pedagogical tasks for parents in a deliberate, planned and 
systematic way. The attractiveness of pedagogical culture classes would result from 
the variety of forms and methods preferred in family education, as well as its content. 
Moreover, they would constitute significant support and help for parents in educa-
tional, socialization and caring interactions, as well as motivation for creative solving 
difficult family life problems. The analyzed concept of promoting the pedagogical 
culture of society, including parents, is not implemented to a sufficient degree by pa-
rallel education centers, though. The implemented programs, pedagogical or psycho-
logical content in the field of children’s education and upbringing, organization of 
family life, parental functions, etc. are occasional, incidental, resulting most frequen-
tly from unfavourable social situations occurring in the family or local environment.

In order to prepare parents for the implementation of educational and caring tasks 
and to shape the necessary parental competences, M. Nowak suggests that professio-
nal Parents’ Schools should be created, the main goal of such a school would be to 
help parents acquire competences necessary for them as parents, out of which com-
munication and interaction competences could be emphasized nowadays (Nowak, 
2007). Parental education programs should be diversified and based on both theo-
retical and pragmatic components, related directly to parenting practice. The forms 
of Parents’ School operations are carried out in the form of both individual and 
collective work. However, it is unfortunate that the Parents’ Schools have never been 
implemented in the educational policy of our country. They function successfully in 
France, where they are diversified in terms of their pedagogical activities for parents 
raising disabled children, foster and adoptive families parents, parents of children 
causing upbringing and educational difficulties, as well as for all the other parents 
who have children and want to improve their parental competences and acquire edu-
cational, social, caring and developmental knowledge and skills (Landsheere, 1992).
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The necessity of pedagogical education of parents, both future and present, is 
recognized by M. Winiarski. He lists three concepts of promoting their pedagogical 
education (Winiarski, 2017).

1. Establishing teachers and parents’ clubs at schools, whose task would be to 
teach on pedagogy, psychology and sociology of upbringing and education.

2. Establishing a community of a pedagogical study, whose activities would 
focus on the implementation of pedagogical education. The participants wo-
uld be parents and married couples as future parents.

3. Establishing consultation sites for parents at the largest parallel education 
centers. Their activities would be manifested mainly in the form of indivi-
dual counseling.

Although they seem interesting, the above-mentioned concepts of developing the 
pedagogical culture of parents do not constitute an organizational form that wo-
uld promote the necessity to participate in such projects in the implementation of 
educational tasks in the field of upbringing, education, socialization and care, as 
well as the optimization of the family environment in the development of children  
and adolescents.

When summarizing the contents and organizational forms of the aforementioned 
concepts of promoting the pedagogical culture of parents by non-school centers, it 
should be stated that the need to prepare the couples for parental roles is increasing. 
What is clearly visible is the educators’ concern for the creation of a systemic peda-
gogical education for parents in various organizational forms of parallel education. 
Educating parents in these forms, however, does not take into account such elements 
as: the pedagogical education of parents being pervasive and mandatory, particular 
stages of education being systematic, the undertaken activities being formally orga-
nized, the development of the pedagogical culture of parents being continuous in 
terms of its program. 

THE TASKS OF SCHOOL IN PROMOTING  
THE PEDAGOGICAL CULTURE OF PARENTS 

The promotion of the pedagogical culture of parents in a systemic way should be 
implemented by the school. It is an important educational institution which, apart 
from educating and teaching children and adolescents, can undertake tasks related to 
pedagogical education of parents. The gaps in the pedagogical education of parents, 
in the form of shortcomings and disabilities listed above implemented by traditional 
and parallel (non-school) education, can be fully filled by the school undertaking 
pedagogical activities with parents.

Among others, they concern: 
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• the pedagogical education to be pervasive. The school may provide pedago-
gical education to all parents from the school district; 

• the pedagogical training to be mandatory. The school, the parents’ commit-
tee, may adopt a resolution on the obligation of the education of parents 
whose children start school;

• the pedagogical education to be systematic. The classes for parents should be 
held systematically; 

• the organizational difficulties to be eliminated. School councils would un-
dertake pedagogical education for parents;

• the education to be continuous, maintaining program continuity. The pro-
gram of the pedagogical education for parents carried out in schools (mainly 
primary schools) covers the objectives of the activity, the curriculum, the 
content of classes, methods and means of teaching. 

The teaching content and the evaluation of the effectiveness of the undertaken 
activities are guided by the objectives of the pedagogical education for parents.

The general objectives in the school activities in educating parents are as follows:
• changing parents’ educational and caring awareness;
• optimizing the family environment in both socialization and education.
• The specific objectives in pedagogical education result from the general ob-

jectives and concern as follows: 
• sharing knowledge on the education, upbringing and development of children;
• getting acquainted with the goals, principles and methods of educational 

interactions;
• the role of the family in the development, education, upbringing and socia-

lization of children;
• parental attitudes in the implementation of caring, educational and axiolo-

gical tasks in relation to children;
• the importance of dialogue in the family environment, developing the sense 

of responsibility and sensitivity to children’s needs and their future;
• developing parenting skills and daily interactions in the family environment;
• the need for parents’ cooperation with the school and the class teacher in 

matters concerning children’s education and development.
On one hand, formulating the specific objectives for the pedagogical education 

for parents enables the right selection of the curriculum content, on the other hand, 
fragmentation of the educational system will be eliminated. The selection of know-
ledge, for the purpose of developing the pedagogical culture of parents, should inc-
lude significant issues that make up its overall structure, which contains certain areas 
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of scientific knowledge concerning the development, upbringing, education, sociali-
zation and care for children, as well as optimization of the functioning of the family 
environment. The content also covers issues related to the emotional sphere of the 
family in interactions and social relations between parents and children. Parenting 
skills are also important in the overall educational interactions within the family. 
The curriculum content results directly from the objectives included in the concept 
of promoting the pedagogical culture of parents and is included in the following 
thematic blocks of the curriculum.

1. Physical and mental development of children and adolescents at different 
developmental stages. 

2. The importance of the family in the psycho-social development of children. 
3. Emotional ties in the family as an important component in children’s care 

and upbringing.
4. The role of the family in the socialization of children and adolescents. 
5. The need to formulate goals and a system of educational interactions in the 

family. 
6. Family organization and parental functions in everyday family life.
7. Forms and ways of satisfying children’s mental, biological, social and mate-

rial needs.
8. Shaping and developing interests and moral-social sensitivity of children 

and adolescents.
9. The importance of the family in developing children’s value system.
10. The role of family traditions, customs and ceremonies. 
11. Emotional and social dysfunction of the family environment.
12. The ability to use pedagogical methods of educational interaction.
13. The ability to create intentional and conscious educational situations in rela-

tion to children in the family environment and outside the family. 
14. Forms and methods of cooperation between parents and the school, the class 

teacher and other teachers.
15. The importance of positive parental attitudes in developing personal charac-

teristics of children and adolescents.
16. Methods, forms and content of children’s sexual education in the family 

environment.
The aforementioned subject matter constitutes an example of the content of the 

pedagogical education for parents. The curriculum should be modified any time to 
adapt to the educational capabilities of teachers, educators and psychologists as the 
subject of the process of the pedagogical education system implementation. On the 
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other hand, when formulating the pedagogical education curriculum, what should 
be taken into account is parents’ intellectual abilities as the subject of educational in-
fluence, their interests, expectations and the need to acquire knowledge concerning 
education, upbringing, socialization, care, as well as the functioning of family.

In the process of teaching parents, the lecturer (educator, psychologist) should 
apply certain norms (rules) of conduct in order to obtain higher results of his or her 
pedagogical activity. Apart from their in-depth analysis, the basic principles of the 
pedagogical education for parents are listed below (Wilk, 2002).

• The need to adapt the content of education to the interests and expectations 
of parents. 

• The principle of friendly dialogue in the lecturer – parents relationship. 
• Parents’ activity in the classes.
• Linking theoretical issues with specific educational and caring situations.
• Openness of the objectives in the field of pedagogical culture.

The lecturer, applying the multifaceted principles of conducting pedagogical clas-
ses with parents, increases their attractiveness, interest, satisfies educational needs, 
creates a personal emotional and social bond with the students, shapes parental edu-
cational attitudes.

The curriculum and the contents of education must be developed selectively, with 
the division into two parent groups in primary school. The first group covers the 
education of parents whose children are in grades I–III. The second group of peda-
gogical education for parents concerns those whose children are in grades VI–VII. 
The adolescents undergo the maturation period and have different educational and 
socialization problems than children in the primary education period.

Such a group division of the pedagogical education of parents will certainly corre-
spond to their interests, expectations, and the need to acquire knowledge appropriate 
to their children’s developmental stages.

In every primary school there should be a teacher appointed as the organizer of 
the pedagogical education for parents. Most frequently, the function is performed 
by the school pedagogist or psychologist. The task of the pedagogist responsible for 
the pedagogical education of parents at a school institution is to: organize pedago-
gical training, develop a curriculum for individual groups (grades I–III and grades 
VI–VII), prepare the premise base (a classroom and teaching aids), appoint a team of 
lecturers (teachers) to implement the pedagogical education of parents.

CONCLUSION

In the upbringing and education of the young generation, the family plays an im-
portant role next to the school. The family can optimize the educational, caring and 
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socializing interactions, triggering multilateral social, emotional, axiological and moral 
development of children and adolescents. It can also constitute a family environment 
in which the development of the young generation is impaired, and even cause dys-
function in various spheres of life. For a child, home is a social microsystem in which 
certain behavioral norms function, as well as the quality of parental interactions and 
emotional relations and interactions between its members. Inside the family, in a more 
or less conscious way, social, cultural and educational processes are carried out.

A number of parents show upbringing and educational helplessness. In the fa-
mily community, interactions with children are disturbed, dialogue between family 
members is eliminated, emotional ties are weakened, and the process of the feeling of 
children’s atomization and loneliness in their own family increases. The multifaceted 
nature of the norms of behavior and the system of values, including the concepts of 
truth, justice and security, passed on by political, social and mass-media organiza-
tions, cause axiological and cultural confusion in the family environment.

Couples are not prepared to fulfill maternal and paternal roles. Taking over the 
quality of life from the family of origin is critically assessed. The transfer of know-
ledge on the upbringing of children, the functioning of family, and life values are 
disseminated through mass media, often in a colloquial and non-educational way. 
It causes axionormative, educational and moral chaos. The pedagogical culture of 
parents is at a low or a very low level. So far, neither a parallel nor school education 
institution deals with the pedagogical education of present and future parents in  
a planned and systematic way. To a small extent and in a pedagogically ineffective 
way, the Church carries out the tasks of preparation for parenthood during pre-mar-
riage courses for engaged couples.

The threats functioning in the global society and the educational, caring and so-
cialization problems in modern families necessitate the pedagogical education of 
present and future parents for the responsible social role of a father and a mother. 
The Ministry of National Education and the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy 
must adopt a program of promoting the pedagogical culture of the society, especially 
parents. Within the content of the program, the primary school, as an educational 
and teaching institution, should be obliged to undertake educational activities with 
parents. The implementation of the activity should be well-planned and conscious, 
creating a system of the pedagogical education for parents. The effectiveness of dis-
seminating pedagogical and psychological knowledge in preparing parents for the 
upbringing, education, care and socialization of children and adolescents, as well 
as developing a high-quality positive family environment is the imperative of the 
modern times to optimize the young generation’s educational, social and axiologi-
cal process, as they will make up a cultural macrostructure in the global society in  
the future.
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